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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PRELUDE     -     I’ve Got Peace Like a River (arr. by Melody Bober) 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 334     -     Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing 

1.  Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, 
Worship, thanks, devotion voicing: 
Glory be to God on high! 
Christ, your cross and passion sharing, 
By this Eucharist declaring 
Yours the final victory. 

 

 

2.  Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, 
Lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 
Ears attentive to your word; 
By your Blood new life receiving, 
In your Body, firm believing, 
We are yours, and you the Lord. 
 

3.  Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, 
We go forth alert and living 
In your Spirit, strong and free. 
Partners in your new creation, 
Seeking peace in every nation, 
May we faithful followers be. 

 

 

WELCOME AND ACCLAMATION                         BCP 323 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
      The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
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GLORIA              Hymn # S-278 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT  

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

 Let us pray. 

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know thy Son Jesus Christ 
to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leadeth to 
eternal life; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS                                        

A READING FROM THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES                                                                                                                               Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
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The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed 
to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; 
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM                                      Psalm 22:24-30 

My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 
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A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN                                                                                                                               1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In 
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first 
loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 
do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

SEQUENCE HYMN 439    -     What wondrous love is this                                               

1.  What wondrous love is this, 
O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss 
to lay aside his crown 
for my soul, for my soul, 
to lay aside his crown for my soul. 

 

2.  To God and to the Lamb, 
I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb 
who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, 
I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme I will sing. 

3.  And when from death I’m free, 
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free 
I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on. 
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THE GOSPEL                                                     John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John                                         
    Glory be to thee, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, Lord Christ. 

 
SERMON     -     Fr. Ralph 
 
THE NICENE CREED (standing)                         BCP 326 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                  Form III, BCP 387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
 That your name may be glorified by all peoples. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, 
and Héctor our Bishops; Ralph our Priest; and Nancy our Deacon.  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
 That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
 That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially   ; 
 That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially    ; 
 Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
 May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  
(Silence) 

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
 

It has been a general practice in the Episcopal Church to omit the confession of sin during the season of Easter. The idea behind 
this practice is that the faithful have had all of Lent to confess their sins, as well as to ponder how they might live a more holy life.  

When Easter comes the time for confessing has ended, and we enter into a time of extended grace. 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 704      -     O thou who camest from above  

1.  O thou who camest from above 
the fire celestial to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
upon the altar of my heart. 

 

 

2.  There let it for thy glory burn 
with ever bright, undying blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 
 

3. Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire 
and still stir up the gift in me. 
 

4. Still let me prove thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 

 

 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                            BCP 340 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. (the priest adds a Proper Preface) 
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Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                     Hymnal S-125 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in 
thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon 
him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.  

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
and looking for his coming again with power and great glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to 
bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy 
dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech 
thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we 
and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 

These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

 
 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM     -     Thy Perfect Love (John Rutter) 
 
  

Gluten Free hosts are available for communion. 
Please make yourself known to the priest at the altar rail. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 500     -     Creator Spirit, by whose aid       

1.  Creator Spirit, by whose aid 
the world's foundations first were laid, 
come, visit every humble mind; 
come, pour thy joys on human kind; 
from sin and sorrow set us free, 
and make thy temples worthy thee. 

 

 

2.  O Source of uncreated light, 
the Father's promised Paraclete, 
thrice holy Fount, thrice holy Fire, 
our hearts with heavenly love inspire; 
come, and thy sacred unction bring 
to sanctify us while we sing. 
 

3. Plenteous of grace, come from on high, 
rich in thy sevenfold energy; 
make us eternal truth receive, 
and practice all that we believe; 
give us thyself, that we may see 
the Father and the Son by thee. 

 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. (these words may differ from 
time to time) 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 471     -     We sing the praise of him who died 

1.  We sing the praise of him who died, 
of him who died upon the cross; 
the sinner's hope let sin deride; 
for this we count the world but loss. 

 

3. The cross: it takes our guilt away; 
and holds the fainting spirit up; 
it cheers with hope the gloomy day, 
and sweetens every bitter cup. 

2.  Inscribed upon the cross we see 
in shining letters, God is love: 
he bears our sins upon the tree: 
he brings us mercy from above. 

5. The balm of life, the cure of woe, 
the measure and the pledge of love, 
the sinner's refuge here below, 
the angels' theme in heaven above. 

  
THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of the Risen Christ.   
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE     -     Sweet Hour of Prayer (arr. by Melody Bober) 

  
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by  
Kathleen Harte in thanksgiving for Jens and Kareem McKinnon and children. 

 God’s great mercy to them. 
 

  

Please Sign Up To Donate Altar Flowers  
Enhance Our Worship + Thank God for a Blessing + Remember A Loved One 
The notebook to sign up for flower offerings is in the back of the Parish Hall. 

Please stop by and sign up or contact the church office. The cost is $50, to be paid in advance. 

 

 

Calvary Worship Service Times 
8:00 AM Sunday – Traditional Service 

10:30 AM Sunday – Contemporary Service 
5:00 PM Sunday – Sunday Night Alive Informal Service 

 

 
 

IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND NEED TO SPEAK TO SOMEONE, PLEASE CONTACT: 
The Rev. Nancy Wilkes 

713-818-6323 
nwilkes@ces-richmond.org 

 

 

CALVARY STEWARDSHIP CORNER: 
2024 Pledged:  $555,625 
2024 Given:        $186,910 
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